





On Tuesday “September 16, 
2014,” the American crusad- 
er and Secretary of Defense 
Chuck Hagel testified before 
the US Senate Armed Services 
Committee in support of the 
crusade — headed by Barack 
Obama — against the Islamic 
State. 


Hagel had the following to say: 





ISIL poses a real threat to all countries in the Middle 
East, our European allies and to America. 


In the last few months, the world has seen ISIL’s bar- 
barity up close as its fighters advanced across western 
and northern Iraq and slaughtered thousands of inno- 
cent civilians, including Sunni and Shia Muslims and 
Kurdish Iraqis and religious minorities. ISIL’s murder of 
two US journalists outraged the American people and 
exposed to the world the depravity of ISIL’s ideology 
and tactics. Over the weekend, we saw ISIL’s murder 
of a British citizen. ISIL now controls a vast swath of 
eastern Syria and western and northern Iraq including 
towns and cities in all these areas. 


ISIL has gained strength by exploiting the civil war in 
Syria and sectarian strife in Iraq. And it has seized ter- 
ritory across both countries and acquired significant 
resources and advanced weapons. ISIL has employed 
a violent combination of terrorist, insurgent and con- 
ventional military tactics. 


ISIL has been very adept at deploying technology and 
social media to increase its global profile and attract 
tens of thousands of fighters. Its goal is to become 
the new vanguard of a global extremist movement 
and establish an extremist Islamic caliphate across the 
Middle East. It considers itself the rightful inheritor of 
Osama bin Laden’s legacy. 


While ISIL clearly poses an immediate threat to Amer- 
ican citizens in Iraq and our interests in the Middle 
East, we also know that thousands of foreign fighters, 
including Europeans and more than 100 Americans 
have travelled to Syria. With passports that give them 
relative freedom of movement, these fighters can ex- 
ploit ISIL’s safe haven to plan, coordinate and carry out 
attacks against the United States and Europe. 


Although the intelligence community has not yet de- 
tected specific plotting against the US homeland, ISIL 
has global aspirations. And as President Obama has 
made clear, ISIL’s leaders have threatened America and 
our allies. If left unchecked, ISIL will directly threaten 
our homeland and our allies. 
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